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 With the launch of the Advent season last Sunday, 
we enter into my favorite part of the church calendar. It is 
a time of beautiful decorations, inspiring music, and 
meaningful worship. Along with these great emphases 
comes the busyness of the season. Be sure to take the 
time to enjoy the Christ of Christmas and the fellowship of 
family and friends. Be careful to slow down so that you do 
not wake up on December 26 and wonder where it all 
went so quickly. 
 

 Many special fellowship events are on the calendar 
already. If you do not want your SS class or ministry 
group event to conflict with another, then I encourage you 
to call the office and get your event on the calendar as 
soon as possible. Let me also challenge you to use these 
events to bring member prospects and inactive members 
into our fellowship. A social gathering is a wonderful 
place to break the ice and let people get to know one 
another outside the structured time of a Sunday morning. 
Hopefully, the social event will help them feel more at 
home in visiting with us on a Sunday. 
 

 On a personal note, let me request your 
understanding concerning the time constraints on my 
family during these days. You are gracious to invite us to 
all of your events, and though we would like to visit them 
all, this time of year it is just impossible. Please do not 
feel slighted if we do not show up at your event or are 
only able to stay for a few minutes. It is not that we do not 
want to be with you, but that we have to protect our own 
family time as well. For example, right now we have a 
Saturday coming up with three events from the church on 
the calendar and two of them are at the same time. Now I 
know some of you think I am an amazing pastor (I fear 
your judgment is somewhat clouded), but it is still 
impossible for us to be two places at one time. Saturday 
is the only day of the week that Connie or I normally do 
not have job related responsibilities. I know you will 
understand. 
 

 I look forward to all of us stopping from our hectic 
pace together on Christmas Eve. I want that Candlelight 
Communion service to be the hour that the entire church 
family comes together to celebrate the birth of our Savior 
and to remember His sacrifice for our sins. If nothing else 
sets the season for you, I pray that the worship 
experience that night will bring it all into proper focus. 
 

 I look forward to seeing you on Sunday. 
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Sunday, December 7 
 

Deacons Meeting — 6:00 pm — parlor 
 

Wednesday, December 10 
 

Church Conference — 7:00 pm 
 

Sunday, December 14 
 

Adult Choir Party — 3:00-5:00 pm 
Earl and Carolyn Moore’s Home 

 
Wednesday, December 17 

 

Children’s Choir/Teen Praise Presentation 
“Not A Silent Night” 
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Victor  Radchenko joined our fellowship, 
by letter, on October 19.  
 

Phyllis Parker joined our fellowship, 
by letter, on November 23.  
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     Some people move so quietly among us that we hardly 
notice them; yet they are busy performing useful tasks. 
 

     Some of these silent workers stop to pick up others 
who don’t drive at night.  Some prepare newsletters and 
other items for mailing, put out new literature, stay to 
clean up and carry out trash after suppers and other 
meetings. Other faithful ones come early to open the 
building and stay late to lock up. These silent ones change 
light bulbs, do minor repairs, turn off lights, and pick up 
trash on the lawn and in the parking lot. They send cards 
and make telephone calls to members who are sick or 
alone.  They do these things for you and me.  
 

Thank you, Quiet Ones! 



 
 

Attendance for November 30 
Sunday School: 116 — Worship: 194 

 
_________________________ 

 
 

Our Tithes and Offerings—2008 
 

  Offering Given November 30                     $    5,384.00 
  Needed Weekly             $    7,654.00 
  Offering Given YTD 2008                 $302,574.64 
  Budget Required YTD (week 48)            $367,392.00 
  Amount Under              $  64,817.36 

�Laura’s Lyrics. . .  
     

 The children and youth choirs have been working 
feverishly to prepare for their musical presentation, “Not 
a Silent Night.” You will want to be at church on 
Wednesday, December 17, following regular Wednesday 
night dinner. There is an admission charge. Please bring 
two cans of food to be donated to the Food Bank. I am 
sure you will want to be present to support them and 
enjoy this gift of music. 
 

 On December 14, the Chancel Choir will present a 
musical program, “Christmas….God’s Gift.” This is a 
program of seasonal music and scripture. All of the music 
the choir will sing was composed by one person, Mary 
Kay Beall. She may not be someone you are familiar 
with; so let me provide some background for you. During 
the summer when I began to plan for this service, I 
searched several music publishers, sample cantatas, CDs 
and libraries. I became fascinated by the message in 
several songs by this composer. So I did some 
investigating.  Mary Kay Beall resides in Columbus, 
Ohio.  She has been an editor with Hope Publishing 
Company since 1991. She is married to another well 
known composer, John Carter. She has earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Ohio Wesleyan, her master’s 
degree from Ohio State University and a degree in 
Theological Studies from Trinity Seminary. In addition to 
writing music, she is an ordained American Baptist 
minister and leads retreats for music ministries in various 
churches in the United States and Canada. We will be 
performing “Prepare the Way, O Zion,” “The Christmas 
Miracle,”  “Unless You Consider the Child,” “When the 
Angels’ Song is Silent.” 
 

 As you listen to the music, reflect on the lyrics of 
each song. Think of God’s message to you and me as it 
comes through the words and music of Mary Kay Beall 
and our musicians. As we prepare for the Advent of 
God’s Son, let us think of the gift the composer and the 
musicians bring to us for a better understanding of God’s 
Gift.  
 

Sing with You on Sunday, 
 

Laura 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer Covenant   
Kindergarten thru Third Grade Class 

Eunice Zeager and Terri Wilson 
 
 

Homebound Member 
Anne Stevens 

C-104 Cypress Glenn 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 
Dr. and Mrs. Conner 

Bill and Rubena Smith 
Jackie Odom 
Bill Minette 

Jeff Beasley 
Linda Asbell’s father 

Pam Rogers (daughter of Grace Anne Stafford) 
All Military 

Korean Mission Church 
Youth Minister Search 
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December 3 
 

Sliced Ham 
Baked Beans * Potato Salad 
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Sunday, December 7 
  9:30 am  Church Library Open 
 9:45 am  Sunday School 
 11:00 am Morning Worship  
 4:00 pm Chancel Choir — Christmas Rehearsal 
  

Monday, December 8 
 7:00 pm Men’s Study Group (room 215) 
 7:00 pm Yoga (choir room) 
 

Wednesday, December 10 
 4:00 pm Staff Meeting 
 5:30 pm Supper 
 6:15 pm Passport to Adventure 
 6:15 pm Adult and Youth Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, December 3 
�� Youth Bible study           6:15 pm 
�� “Renovation of the Heart”  
      (A book study for high school juniors 
      and seniors, college students and  
      “20-somethings”)                6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 7 
�� Teen Praise            5:15 pm 
�� Youth supper            6:00 pm 
�� Youth praise and worship 
 (led by Dr. Conner)          6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 14 
�� Youth Christmas Party at the Wilsons 
 

Wednesday, December 17 
�� Children’s Choir/Teen Praise Presentation 
 “Not A Silent Night” 
 
 

Other Meetings/Events 
 

Passport to Adventure 
�� December 10                                 6:15 pm 
�� December 6 (Christmas musical joint 
 mandatory rehearsal)             9:00 am 
�� December 14 (Christmas musical joint 
 mandatory rehearsal)             4:00 pm 
 

Teen Praise  
�� December 6 (Christmas musical joint 
 mandatory rehearsal)           9:00 am 
�� December 14 (Christmas musical joint 
 mandatory rehearsal)           4:00 pm 
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TO SHARE THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON 
WITH THE ARC OF PITT COUNTY AND 
IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
 

In association with our annual Children’s 
Christmas Party please join us for a 

Christmas Pancake Breakfast! 
 

Saturday, December 13 
9:30 am — IBC Fellowship Hall 

 
Activities will include crafts for the 
children and ARC participants, Christmas 
caroling, and friendly Christmas cheer! 
 
Please RSVP to the church office by 
Wednesday, December 10. 

LIBRARY NEWS….. 
 
MEET ADDY. Addy is a girl who grows 
up as a slave. After her brother, Sam, 
and her dad get taken away, she and 
her mom decide to run away to 
freedom. 
 

by Amanda Lietz 
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Ushers:  Dave Martin, Meredith Boyd, Evelyn 
Brothers, Earl Moore, Brian Souva, Jackie Riddle, 
Bud Wheless, Richard Whitener, Walter Williams 
 

Deacon Greeters:  (S)  Ruth Riddle     
                    (N) Charles Lewis  
 

Deacons on Call:  Rudy Alexander, Ray Wilson, 
Roz Camp  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: Marguerite Miller 
 

Tape Ministry:  Brian and Michelle Souva 
 

Pew Volunteers:    Barbara Pruden, JoAnn Stokes 
 

Sunday School Records Keeper: Bill Miller, Grace 
Anne Stafford 
 

Extended Session Volunteers: Edith Wilbourne, 
Beth Winstead, Jackie Riddle 
 

Hall Monitor:  Dennis Winstead 
 

Sound System Technician: Bobby Ipock 
 

Meals On Wheels: Tom and Stella Chambliss 
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  2 Bruce Guerrant 
  3 Peggy Harrington 
  3 Jean Creamer 
  6 Lynn Cox 
  7 Kathryn Dunn 
  9 Grace Little 
10  Helen White 
10 Linda Powell 
11  Daphne Richardson 
13  Francis Harris 
14  Lester Zeager 
15  Tanner Williams 
17  Jim McGee 
18  Jeff Wilson 
20  Joseph Kim 
22  Julian Long 
24  Meredith & Louise Boyd — Anniversary 
29 Catherine Dowd 

 


